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B-3202 - B-3213 1840-1850/1870's 
938-900 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

With the exception of the large, early twentieth century department store 
occupying the north-west corner of Charles and Hamburg Streets (930-938 S. Charles 
St.), the houses located along this side of the 900 block of S. Charles St. 
are all three stories in height with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, except for 
900 S. Charles St., which has a gable roof, and 902 S. Charles St. which is three 
stories plus an attic story in height, with a gable roof. All of the houses are 
two bays wide, except for 912 and 900 S. Charles St., which are three bays wide. 
The houses were originally built in the 1840's with gable roofs but were remodeled 
after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Italianate style with shed roof 
and bracketed cornices. Most of the houses have always served a mixed commercial/ 
residential function, with the first floor area serving as a storefront and the 
upper floors serving as a residence. The group of houses extending from 914 to 
922 S. Charles St. are currently in a state of some deterioration. 
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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This pair of three story, two bay brick buildings with shed roof and 
bracketed cornice originally had a gable roof and formed part of a group of such 
houses extending along this side of Charles St. The first floor areas have 
been converted into shop-fronts. 

The buildings are three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupy lots 65' 
deep. An arched alleyway runs between the two buildings. They are constructed in 
running bond. The shed roof is surmounted by a cornice consisting of a deeply 
projecting crown molding set above a row of stylized dentils and bordered on its 
lower edge by a reeded molding strip. Five plain brackets, with applied leaf 
motifs, support the cornice and connect it to a reeded lower molding strip. 

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched brick 
lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums. The sills are wood. All of the window 
openings are filled with 1/1 sash. The first floor has been converted into 
store-fronts. At 908 S. Charles St. a late Victorian glass and panel door 
is recessed in the northernmost bay, flanked by a two-sided projecting plate-glass 
store-front window set on a black stone base. At 910 S. Charles St. the same t * 
of late Victorian door is centrally located and flanked by two, three-sided plai_o-
glass shop windows set on black stone bases. Behind these shop windows, and flush 
with the door, one can see the original windows of the building, double hung with 
4/4 sash. Each door is set beneath a single light transom. A continuous cornice 
extends across the entire facade, consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding 
set above a row of dentils. There is a plain freize area and the entire cornice 
is supported by a pair of scroll-sawed, plain end brackets. This shop-front 
cornice appears to be contemporary with the roof cornice. The buildings sit on 
a low basement, the entrances being reached by a single wide stone stoop. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 912 S. Charles St. 

These two houses were sold by Kriel's administrator for $1400 to William J. Cole, 
who held them as rental property until the mid-1860's when he sold them to individual 
owners. The first owner-occupant of 910 S. Charles St. was a John Schultz, a blacksmith, 
and the first owner-occupant of 908 S. Charles St. was a Christian Roeth, who had 
a shoemaker's shop at this location in the late 1860's.l 

Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 329, Folio 153; AM 308, Folio 459; AM 290, Folio 83; 
Baltimore City Directory, 1867, 1868-69 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
/Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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908-910 S. Charles Street 
Block 0917 Lots 022-021 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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